The ta^k entrusted to pioneers is a difficult one. It requires of them a stout 
heart, an extraordinary spirit oisacriflce, and a greatness of sou!. The rich heri- 
tage that was left to us, is evidence that the pioneers of out parish possKsed and 
exhibited these qualities in great measure. In the span ot ilky years, most of them 
have departed this Life to receive God's reward for their labors. To themj and to 
those still living, we express our deep gradtude and appreciation for the legacy 
handed down to us, and promise to enrich and ennoble it in the years to come. 

May those who ar£ dead rest in eteinaJ peace, an d those a iU living cojoy tor 
many more years the fruits of their labor- 



Zrlbute 

to the Pioneers 




Mold PloHerom 



Praca pionerska jest trudnem 
sadanLem. Wymaga. Ona dzielnego serca, 
nadzwyczajnego ducha poswifcenia, i wiellodusznosci. 
Bogate dzied^ictwo, ktore otrzyraolisiny, swiadczy ze pionerzy raszej 
parafii posiadali i otazywodi te cechy wewieikiej mierze.W przeciqgu 
piecdziesifciu lal, wiekszosc Lch pozegnala si? z lym swicrtera, aby 
olrzymoc Boskq nagrodf za swe trudy i mozoly. Im i tym, ktorzy sq 
jeszcze z nctmi, -wyrazamy gtfbokie uczuqia wdzifcznoici i powazania 
za dziedzictwo nam wreczone, i obiecujemy je dalej uwspanialac i 
uzacniac w przyssiosci. 

Niechaj ci, ktorzy juz nos opu- 
scili, spoczywajq we wiGkuistym pokoju, a ci, ktorzy sq z ncnni, cieszq 
si^ dlugie iato z owocow swej pracy. 
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AHUHIJiacEriE OF i.:HK;AGt) 

TIB ^CB^1 w*e».&n avenue 

■^"ICASO tl. ILLINOIS 



June 14, ig&2 



My deat Fathei* Mev/akow&ki: 

1 wish ti> extend to you, to your priests, 
Sisters and people my very best wislies and congratulatioriE 
QZi the forthcoming Gc>lden Jubilee o£ Ast-ension of 0\ir 
Lord Parish. Through fifty years your parish has 
served the people of Polish origin very faithfully and 
has ai£orded them every opportunity for their spiritual 
exercises. It will be my pleasure to be present or 
this happy occasion and to join with you in celebrating 
this very joyous day. 

Reassuring you of my best wishes and 
telicitati-ona. I rernair. 

Very sincerely yours in Christ, 



y- 



^c^.v e^j /i^, 



Archbishop of Chicag* '^ 



Reverend Vincent Nowakowski 
Ascension of Our Lord Rectory 
1534 Wilder Street 
Evanston, Illinois 
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St. Al-TOMFyVtl RKCTtJHY 



June i9^ I96-Z 



My Ara.r Fa<h«r NowAkowskl: 

IL 19 a pleasure (g ejt^enJ my hcart^cLl con- 
gj-Btulatioiis ta you, the pricsl-s- Ih^ ^ist^ra and the 
pesplf al AECfnsion aTOur Lord CKurth on [hat mcm- 
orabte Qfr^aion d[ Ihc Golden Jubilft^ af the Pariah. 

Th« many fin« IhlbgE i.ccoBnplUlied Lhraag^oul 
Ihe pasl years arP a ^ntute to Ihc rfforl^ and Inborj of 
all around yau B,nd an iiiEipart.:iDn \9 ^veryvne, Ji i& -my 
prnycr bhnl ^vd w.tl cotitinLie^ Id shoi^er Hit bUAdtn^i 
On yflu Eor many Wio-r* workdFrCul years. 

With every good wish, aiwl Vin,d*^c personal 
regards, I rrmaLn 

Sincerely yours In Chfiat-, 



/- 



f/yr/rt-^^ ///^/ 



Btinard J. Sh*ll. D. D. 
Titulsr Archbishop ol Stigt 



Rfvctrnd Vincent ^Ql"all.o■WB1ll , Pastor 
A^icenaioiii a\ Our Lard Ctiarth 
153* Wild" SIX" 
Evanslsn. IllinCil 
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3831 Nwlli .SuuUiin \imc 
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Jrnie H, 1962 




Deac Father Howakow^hl, 



Hay I join wLCh yourself, your asslscants and parlshlonero 
and all asEocLatcd in the prayerful C5nmerBoraei.on you are 
making of the Golden Jubilee of your pariah, 

1 am happy Co be able to take a personal parC In the Jubilee 
and want you £\ircher Co know thac t shall keep all of 7011 In 
my prayers. 

ULCh eveiy blessing I am 



Sincerely yours Ln Christ, 




Aloyslua ^. Wy 
AuxiLlary Blshoj 




OUR CHURCH 



AND 




AND ITS APPOINTMENTS 



IN FIFTY YEARS 



1,788 BAPTISMS 

1,250 FIRST COMMUNIONS 
1,000 CONFIKMATIONS 

601 MARRIAGES 

404 BURIALS 



MAIN ALTAR 




BLESSED VIRGIN ALTAR 




SACRED HEART 
ALTAR 




I 



J. 



9^ a II 
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I hb •« ihk ^ih 



A STATION OF THE CROSS 




"^ 




OUR LADY OF FATIMA 



OUR LADY OF CZE5TOCH0WA A STAINED GLASS WINDOW 




VESTIBULE OF CHURCH 
CHURCH-SCHOOL BUILDING 




FASISH GARDEN (SITE OF PROPOSED NEWCHURCH) 

RECTORY 






REV. VINCENT NOWAKOWSKI 
Present Pastor ■ 1936- 



^;dow 




REV. JOHN V. HOFFMAN 
In Residence- 1953- 



REV. STEPHEN S. GADOMSKI 
Present Assislani - 19^0- 
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Jirst ParishmcT — 

Ordained a Priest 




ASSISTANTS WHO SERVED AT ASCENSION OF OUR LORD PARISH 



REV. FRANCIS C. CABANSKI - (1939-1946) REV. FRANCIS L. LEFKOWICZ- (1950-1952) 

REV. VINCENT SEKULSKl- (1946) REV. JOSEPH PRZYBYLOWIGZ- (1952-1953) 

REV. GEORGE GORSKI - (1946-1955) REV. THEODORE B. PALUCH - (1955-1960) 

REV. STEPHEN S. GADOMSKI - (1960- ) 
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Among ihe Fellcian Siisiers, who baveiaughi M Ascension ofOtir Lord School ' tlicre 
weif m^ny, all fin^ t«aclicrs aiid desLt to the heans of (tieparUhloaers- theone vho 
occupies a. pre-emioeni place in Lbeheaiis, aSeatons andmenionesoraJI is- 




Sister '^afy mbmffC. S, S. 7. 



she had speni ov(;r forty (Jedlqaied years cjFhcy life as a religions m Astenslon of Our 

Lord parish. She had lauglu ibc Flilldren of the pioneers of ihc parish, ttjcirgrand- 
diildrai. and even some oftlieli' {tte.ii grand-ciiildreu. In diese years, by licr grear dcvo- 
itoniu her vocaiion, her hfeutvInLie, liiidhei nioiher-likeinieresi Ln her cliarges, she has 
ga.ined ihe respra, friendship aiidlcivcof all whocaiiirti] iroiiiaa wlih her. 

Il was Willi deep soirow and rcgrrt that the psrtsh saw her leave Ascension oEOur 
U>id School, in L%1, foi hex picsciii appoiiiinKm «1 St. .Vlidtacl's, in Wassau, Wiscon- 
sin, Their gain v/ts purlpss. 

Ad Mullos Annos, Sister Salome! 



'former Parishioners — J^ow JeliciaH Sisters 






SISTER MARVCAlASANTiA 

Helen Ruiek- 1930' 



SISTER MARY LAETISSIMA 
eernice SmioIek- ]935- 



SISTEft MARV ANDRIEHA 
Mary Nowok ■ 1935" 




SISTER MARY BONAVENTIA 
Raglno HoHmtm - 1936' 



-^ 






SISTER MARY AIDONA 
HBl«iRy<iiler-l«8" 



SISTER AlARYASCENSIA 

R.I. P. 
Helen BI«do- 1929* 



SISTERMARYPRESEt4TINE 

Mart-Kurmo- 1942" 






■Dotool Enlrante inio Convent 



SISTER MADV lEOCRBIA 

Jane Andrialuak- I'fdS' 



SISTEft MARV ASCEN5IA 

Darothf Bl»do- l?4^' 



SIST6RMARV JANICE 

Jacqueline Sobaynskl- IWi' 



Is 




CHURCH PROPERTY (Shonly alter Founding oi' Parish) 




MAIN ALTAR DECORATED FOR FORTY HOUR DEVOTION 
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ORIGINAL ORGAN 
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REV, FELIX FELDHEIM 
First Pastoi- 1912-1936 



1912 - HISTORY - 1962 



Ascension of Our Lord parish was founded fifty 
years ago by a handful of immLgraiils, who a le;v 
years before had come to America from ihe north- 
western part of Poland. Most of (hem were farm 
folk and villagers. They were poor in material re- 
sources, but rich in their religious faith and in the 
culture and heritage, wtiich tiiey brought with them 
from their homeland. Ha vingcomefrom an enslaved 
and oppressed nation, where tliey witnessed many 
an armed uprising for the cause of freedom, they 
knew well the value of freedom and the price that 
had to be paid for it. Leaving Cbeir homeland, and 
everything near and dear to them, they migrated 
to (he Stales in search of it. Most of them came 
directly or indirecdy to tlie great mid-western city 
of Chicago, where so many of their fellow country- 
men had setdtd. In time, they found their way into 
the northern suburb of Evanston, where employ- 
ment, more suitable to (lieir temperament and abili- 
ties, was in greater abundance. They settled on the 
w^t side of town, not too far from the industrial 
district, wh«re many of them found employment. In 
succeeding years, others from the same pan of 
Poland, encouraged by the success of tbeir friends, 
also came and setded in the neighborhood. The 
result of this was die eveiitual colonization of tlie 
west side of Evanston. 

Since these early immigrants came from a pre- 
doininaiitLy Cadiollc country, they brought with 
themselves their traditional Catholic faith. Hence, 



their first concern was to lind a suitable place of 
worship, where they could conveniently fulfill their 
religious obligations. They were too few in number 
to have a church of their own^ and so most ot them 
enrolled at St. Nicholas Church on Ridge Avenue. 
Their lack of familiarity with die English language,, 
however, made it impossible ibr them to participate 
fully in church services and devotions. The pastor 
of St. Nicholas, the Rl. Rev, Msgr. Peter Biermann 
soon realized this, and appreciated tbeir plight. He 
proved himself (o be their true Iriend and real 
benefactor, by arranging to have special services 
conducted for ibem inlhePoIishlanguage. Occasion- 
ally on Sunday a priest, who spoke Polish, came 
from the Fathers of the Divine Word in Techny, 
Illinois, to conduct their devotions, to preach to 
them in dieir native tongue, and to hear their con- 
fessions. In 1911, this small group of Catholics 
became amission to the parish of Transfiguration 
in Bowmanvitle, The pastor of diis parish, the Rev. 
Francis Wojciechowski, journeyed every other Sun- 
day to Evanston to minister to the spiritual needs 
of his small congregation. This situation prevailed 
for a whole year. 

During this year the Polish population on the 
west side of Evanston increased appreciably, so 
much so, that a committee was formed, and an 
appeal was made to the Archbishop of Chicago lor 
a new parish. TheArchbishophoiioredtheirpetition, 
and on June 12, 1912, the west side mission in 




FIRST ALL MALE CHOIB 
Top ran: Jozef Chrusi, Slan Zojawkgwski, Joiaf Joi«-l!i, Michael Kucliowicz, Sloni Kondiioro, Bd Turslil. 
Cenlar row; Jon Broniarciyfc, Antoni FrontowskI, Mofcin 5;ciBponlok, Fobisiok, Front Ktchowicz, Marian Fabisiok. 
BoHem ran: Maicin Szczeponlok, Jczel Ktvusrlawskl, Adam Rtikcdnski, Fo)Sar F«llx F6ldh«1liri orid Mf, Moliiiows.k), 
iirV organlEl and chair masler. 




Evanston was raised to the stauis of a parish. Tlie 
Rev. Felix Feldhcim, previously pastor of St. Stani- 
slaus in Kankakee, Illinois, was appointed the 
founding pastOr of the new parish of the Ascen&ion 
of Our Lord. Aided in his woik by a very active 
parish committee, the energetic and devoted young 
pastor iramediateiy began the enormous task of 
soliciting funds necessary for the construction of 
the required parish buildings. After sufficiail funds 
had been gathered, a site was chosen, on Wilder 
Street, between Ashland and I'loience Avenues, the 
land was bought, and construction began. A few 
months later the combination Church and sdiooi 
building was completed, with many of the parish- 
ioners donating niucli oi iheir time and labor. The 
first Mass in the new church was said on the !)th 
of February, 1913, and on June 8th of the same 
year^ the new chLiich-school building was solemnly 
blessed by the Most Reverend Paul Rhode, auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago. Soon alter, the parish rectory 
was also built. The total cost of the new church 
properties and appointments was $52,500. In Sep- 
tember of 1913 the parish school was officially 
opened, and was staft'ed by the Febcian Sisters. 
Three years later (wo large bells were purchased, 
blessed, and installed in a belfry to summon the 
faithtul to church services.^ 

As the years went by, the Polish population of 
Evanston increased, and the people themselves 
prospered. And so also did the parish. With its 
growth came the tieed for religious, fraternal, and 




cultural organizations. As the need arose, these 
came into beiiig-the Holy Name and St. Joseph 
Societies, The Rosary Womens' Sodality and St, 
Ann's Club, The Young Ladles Rosary Sodality, 
the Choir, Dramatic Circle, local groups and chap- 
ters of the Polish National Alliance, of the Polish 
Roman Catholic Union, of the Polish Women's 
Alliance, a Civic Club, the Polish American Club. 
The people took a more and more active part in 
the affairs of their community and city. They and 
dieir children began to learn and understand the 
English language, which once was so difficult for 
them. The language barrier was slowly being re- 
moved. With the help and encoutagetneiit of their 
pastor most of the Immigrants became citizens of 
this their adopted land. In the first World War 102 
young men of Ascension parish served in tbearmed 
forces, and fought overseas in defense of the free- 
dom that they and their families enjoy edin America, 
With Uie passage of years, the Polish immigrants 
and their children became an integral part of the 
life of Evanston, manifesting their talents and 
abilities in business, in politics, and in civic affairs. 
The parish and its people enjoyed a high degree 
of prosperity during the 1920's. Under thedireaion 
of Father Feldhelm a Savings and Ixjan assoclEUion 
was organized at the parish. Through its services, 
many of tiie parishioners were able to buy their 
own homes, which mauy own to llie present day. 
The parish itself was able to pay off a good part 
of its debt. 



FATHER FELDHEIM'S SILVER 
JUBILEE OF ORDINATION 






